

2017 – 2018 Course Syllabus
U.S. History

	Teacher
	Chris Gautney
	E-mail
	gautneyc1@leonschools.net 

	Phone
	617-5353
	Planning Period
	1st period Planning 9:30-10:29
Before School 8:00-8:30

	Class
	15-002 (Office Building Upstairs)
	Website
	https://www.leonschools.net/Page/27423


Teacher Introductory Message:
	Welcome to Griffin Middle School, Land of the Tigers.  I am looking forward to working with you and your student this year.  “Difficulty is the excuse history never accepts” as we learn and apply new skills as well as reinforce skills previously acquired to build and maintain knowledge.  I know we will have a GRRREAT Year. 

Signup for Mr. Gautney’s Classroom Alerts Reminders about homework, test and projects coming up! 
2nd Period- Text @mrgautne to 81010 or email mrgautne@mail.remind.com
3rd Period- Text @mrgautney to 81010 or email mrgautney@mail.remind.com
4th Period- Text @babbb to 81010 or email babbb@mail.remind.com
5th Period- Text @1b305 to 81010 or email 1b305@mail.remind.com
6th Period- Text @a1607e to 81010 or email a1607e@mail.remind.com 
Class Description:
Eighth grade students will learn about the history of the United States.  We will explore the history of our country from Native Americans to the U.S. Civil War and Reconstruction, and all the points in between. We will discuss the role of how major events in our history shaped us currently.  Students will be expected to complete classwork. Homework, projects, and tests in U.S. History.  
We use a variety of reference materials throughout the year including, but not limited to the following: Mcgraw Hill Dicovering our Past a History of the United States, Nystrom classroom atlas, resources materials gathered from United Streaming and Internet websites. Students will be using laptops to create and learn about U.S. History.  Students and Parents have access to Mr. Gautney’s website at https://www.leonschools.net/Page/27423 and Parent Portal (on the Griffin Home Page) to check on lesson plans and grades.  
Each stop along our journey through our country’s history will include map work, PowerPoint notes, Promethean flipcharts, cultural artifacts, united streaming clips, guided reading practice, writing assignments, and a formal project with outlined criteria for completion.


Class Materials/Fees:
	
	Everyday Needs:

(These items will be required in class every day)
		a.  McGraw Hill Discovering our Past A History of the United States Early Years
(Each student will have access to classroom textbook online, a discovering our Past workbook, and that can be checked out.  The student accepts all responsibility for the checked out book. 	The cost of a 	new book is $75 if the book is lost or damaged)
		b.  Writing Instruments (Pen and pencil) (no red, yellow, or orange)
		c. Case it Three Ring Binder with dividers 
		d. Notebook Paper

	Other supplies needed 

		f.  Markers or color pencils for projects
		g. Glue sticks
		h. project board
		i. highlighter
		j. USB thumb drive
Time Line:
This is an approximate schedule of topics to be covered during the school year. Some units may take longer or shorter time periods to complete.  The schedule can change due to the need of coverage of material and my discretion.

	9–Week Period
	Topic
	Required Projects Reading/etc.

	1st 9-weeks
	1st 9 weeks Unit One & Two: Colonies in the America 1000AD-1776AD
Classroom Procedures

Chapter 1 – Exploring Social Studies

Chapter 2 – Exploring the Americas

Chapter 3 – Colonial America

Chapter 4 - Life in the American Colonies

Chapter 5- The Spirit of Independence


	
Explorer project due  early of September

Powerpoint Project on Colonies October

	2nd 9-weeks
	2nd 9 weeks Unit Three & Four: The Colonies Break Free 1774AD-1800AD

Chapter 5- The Spirit of Independence

Chapter 6 – The American Revolution  

Chapter 7 – A More Perfect Union 


	Revolution Project due November

	3rd 9-weeks
	3rd 9 weeks Unit Four & Five: A New American Nation Building a 	Strong Nation 1800AD-1820AD

Chapter 8- The Constitution 

Chapter 9 – The Federalist Era

Chapter 10&11 – The Jefferson Era & Growth and Expansion

Chapter 12 – The Jackson Era

Chapter 13- Manifest Destiny 


	January
History Fair Due

Moving West Project in March

	4th 9-weeks
	4th 9 weeks Unit 6,7,8: A Changing Nation, The Nation Expands West, The Nation Breaks Apart 1820AD- 1880AD

Chapter 14– North and South

Chapter 15 – The Spirit of Reform 

Chapter 16 – Toward Civil War

Chapter 17 – The Civil War 


	Civil war Project Due in May


Grading Scale:  
90 -100= A
80 - 89=  B
70 - 79=  C
0 - 69=  D Not Yet Mastered
Grade Distribution:
1. Assessments (i.e. Tests and Projects) will be worth 70% of the student’s grade.
0. Major Evaluations (Test and Projects) :40%
Minor Evaluations (Quizzes and components of projects): 30%
0. More than 10  tests and projects will be given during each semester:
0. The lowest test grade can be replaced by retaking a similar test within a week of the previous test.
0. Projects will have a rubric and criteria to be graded on 

a. Class Work will be worth 20% of the grade- This can be worksheets, current events, research and reviews.
b. Homework will be worth 10% of the grade- This can be worksheets, reviews, and study guides. Given 2-3 times per week.


Make-up work/ Tests

		a.  Make-up tests will be given to the student before school. 					b.  Make-up tests will be given on the same subject matter                                                                                                                                                                        		      	but different questions.
c.  Make-up work will be given upon returning to class and is the student’s	 responsibility for getting and must be turned in within two school		 days.
d.  Late work will be accepted within two weeks if when it was assigned but	 cannot receive higher than a C.

Remediation: 
Academic remediation is available each morning on campus in the PUSH Center.  If students are in need of remediation they may attend with a pass from their teacher.  Students have to report voluntary they have work assignments and teachers to assist them in being successful.  Students are also allowed complete missing assignments and will receive remediation packets if students fail to meet proficiency requirements.  	
Citizenship:
Citizenship is graded on a 4 point scale that gauges behavior, participation, work habits in group, and other non benchmark related items.
1= Unsatisfactory (disruptive to the learning environment)
2= Needs Improvement (does not complete work timely, or does not follow school/classroom rules)
3= Satisfactory (completes work timely, and participates in class) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]4=Outstanding (goes above and beyond)
Discipline Plan/Consequences:
As a Griffin student, you are held to a high standard.   Our rule can be consolidated into one word and that is PRIDE.  As long as we show tiger pride toward each other we can all learn something new. 
SIGN UP TO KNOW HOW YOUR CHILD’S BEHAVIOR IS IN CLASS THROUGH CLASS DOJO FLYERS COME HOME IN AUGUST WITH THE SIGNUP INFO!
		     P-  Prepared (Arrive on time, be prepared with assignments)
     R-  Responsible and Respectful (Use appropriate language and tone with 	self, teachers, and others) 
	     	     I-    Uphold Integrity (Do you own work, be trustworthy, and tell the truth)
	     	     D-  Demonstrate Safety (Know and follow classroom procedures)
	     	     E-   Engage in Learning (Believe success is possible and take an active, 				positive role on the classroom)
	Offense
	Consequences for Level 1 Behaviors (Minor)

	1st
	Warning

	2nd
	Anecdotal Sent to Office 
Telephone Call Home

	3rd
	Discipline Referral


Procedures:
R-  Raise your hand in order to be recognized in class.	
E-  Every pass will only be given out in an emergency. 
S-  Students are required to be in their assigned seats when the second bell rings or they are tardy.   
P-  Property belongs to someone.  Do not touch it if it is not yours this includes the teachers property.
E-   Every student must be focused on the task they need to complete.
C-  Completed work must be turned into the appropriate basket and not plagiarized in order to be graded.
T-  Teacher dismisses the class, not the next bell.  
Please complete and return this page to your child’s teacher.
Acknowledgements and Parent Contact Info:

By signing below, I acknowledge receipt of this course syllabus.  I have read and reviewed with my child the class expectations and grading policy.

	Child’ Name
	
 
	Class  
Title
	
U.S. History

	Parent’s Name
	
	Class  Period
	

	Parent’s Signature
	
	Cell
Phone #
	

	Home
Phone #
	
	Work
Phone #
	

	Parent’s
e-mail
	
	Other
Contact
	




Do I have access to internet at home?     Yes or No circle one

If yes what type devices do I have to access the internet? 

_________________________________________________________________________________


The best way to contact me is by?______________

I signed up to receive text messages from Mr. Gautney about homework, classwork, tests, and upcoming school events (How to on the first page)?   Yes or No circle one   


Opportunities are provided for our parents to become involved in our students’ education.  Please respond to the following survey and return it to your child’s teacher.



I would like more information about:

____	School Advisory Council (SAC) and meetings (meets once per month at 6:00pm)

____	Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) (meets once per month at 7:00pm)

____	Becoming a Business Partner

____	Becoming a volunteer or mentor

____	Serving on the District Advisory Council (DAC) (meets once per month)
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
"Enhancing Academics Through Techinology"




